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LINGUISTICS PROGRAM
126 Mitchell Hall 
610-436-3584 
Linguistics Program (http://www.wcupa.edu/linguistics/) 
Israel Sanz-Sanchez (isanzsanch@wcupa.edu), Director
e B.A. and Minor in Linguistics are interdisciplinary programs
offered by the departments of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/health-
sciences/communication-sciences-disorders/), Communication
and Media (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-
humanities/communication-media/), Computer Science (https://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/sciences-mathematics/computer-
science/), English (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
arts-humanities/english/), Languages and Cultures (https://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities/languages-cultures/),
and Philosophy (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-
humanities/philosophy/). eir purpose is to provide the student with a
foundation in the analysis of the various aspects of language. Students
wishing to enter the program must consult the program director.

Programs
Major

• B.A. in Linguistics (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-
humanities/linguistics-program/linguistics-ba/)

Minor
• Linguistics (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-

humanities/linguistics-program/linguistics-minor/)

Graduate Opportunities
See the graduate catalog for more information on the Linguistics
programs. (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/graduate/arts-humanities/
linguistics/)

Policies
• See undergraduate admissions information. (https://

catalog.wcupa.edu/general-information/admissions-enrollment/
undergraduate-admissions/)

• See academic policies. (https://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
academic-policies-procedures/)

All undergraduate students are held to the academic policies and
procedures outlined in the undergraduate catalog.  Students are
encouraged to review departmental handbooks for program tips,
suggested course sequences, and explanations of procedures. When
applicable, additional policies for specic department programs may be
listed below.

Faculty
Professors
Mahmoud Amer (mamer@wcupa.edu) (2011)
B.A., Mutah University; M.A., University of Toledo; Ph.D., Indiana
University of Pennsylvania
Maria José Cabrera (mcabrera@wcupa.edu) (2007)
B.A., Universidad de Murcia (Spain); M.A., West Virginia University;
Ph.D., Rutgers University
Jelena Colovic-Markovic (jcolovic@wcupa.edu) (2013)
B.A., University of Belgrade; M.A., Brigham Young University; Ph.D.,
University of Utah
Elaine B. Jenks (ejenks@wcupa.edu) (1992)
B.A., University of Maryland; M.A., Gannon University; Ph.D.,
Pennsylvania State University

Innhwa Park (ipark@wcupa.edu) (2013)
Assistant Chairperson, Languages and Cultures
B.A. Seoul National University; M.A., University of California; Ph.D.,
University of California, Los Angeles
Israel Sanz-Sanchez (isanz-sanchez@wcupa.edu) (2009)
Director, Linguistics Program
B.A., University of Valladolid (Spain); M.A., San Diego State
University; Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley
Chui Kian Smidt (csmidt@wcupa.edu) (2011)
B.Ed., University of Exeter; M.A., Iowa State University; Ph.D.,
University of Minnesota

Associate Professors
Sojung Kim (skim@wcupa.edu) (2011)
Chairperson, Communication Sciences and Disorders
B.A., Sung Kyun Kwan University (South Korea); M.A., Ohio
University; Ph.D., Arizona State University
Maria-Eirini Panagiotidou (mpanagiotidou@wcupa.edu) (2013)
B.A., National and Kapodistrian University of Athens; M.A., Ph.D.,
e University of Nottingham
Roxane M Petit-Rasselle (rpetit-rasselle@wcupa.edu) (2019)
B.A., M.A., Universite Jean Moulin; M.A., University of Delaware;
Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University
Joshua Raclaw (jraclaw@wcupa.edu) (2016)
B.A., Stockton University; M.A., Ph.D., University of Colorado,
Boulder
Patricia Swasey Washington (pswaseywashington@wcupa.edu) (2009)
Bilingual Emphasis Coordinator, Communication Sciences and
Disorders
B.A., Rutgers University Douglass College; M.A., William Paterson
University; Ph.D., Temple University
Dominik Wolff (dwolff@wcupa.edu) (2015)
Director, Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages
Graduate Coordinator, Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages
B.A., Gerhard Mercator University; M.A., Syracuse University; Ph.D.,
Michigan State University

Assistant Professor
Stephen M. Didomenico (sdidomenico@wcupa.edu) (2020)
B.A., University of Michigan; M.A., University of Illinois; Ph.D.,
Rutgers University

Courses
LIN
LIN 130. The World's Languages. 3 Credits.
Language diversity is a central part of the human experience. How many languages are there
in the world, where are they spoken, and where do they come from? Why are some languages
very similar, while others are very different? Why have some languages disappeared, while
other languages are thriving? This course presents a general survey of language diversity in
the world from the perspectives of language structure, language use, and language history.
The core of the semester consists of a panoramic view of the world's main language families
and the main languages in each of them. Other topics covered include: the origin of language
among humans; language fragmentation and the birth of languages; language families;
language contact; language endangerment and death; the main writing systems; and the
meaning of bilingualism and multilingualism.
Gen Ed Attribute: Humanities Distributive
Distance education offering may be available.
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LIN 140. Language, Power, and Ideology. 3 Credits.
This course investigates the relationship between language and power as it is manifested
in a variety of contexts. It examines the discourse of politics, the language of advertising
and journalism, and the discourse of institutions and organizations to uncover ideological
biases towards socioeconomic class; sexuality and gender; and race, ethnicity, and age. It
also examines how these marginalized groups resist oppression and use language as an
agent to speak against and subvert exclusion and discrimination in the United States and
globally. Students will look at marginalized groups, including women, immigrants, people
of color, LGBTQ individuals, speakers of low prestige dialects, such as Pittsburghese and
African American English, and low prestige languages, such as creoles and pidgins, and they
will examine how these groups use language to resist and subvert dominant ideologies.
The course aims to introduce students to the basic principles of critical discourse analysis,
critical stylistics, and sociolinguistics, enabling them to conduct their investigations of issues
related to language and power as well as foster an informed and reasoned openness to, and
understanding of, difference.
Gen Ed Attribute: Diverse Community(select both), Humanities Distributive

LIN 199. Linguistics Transfer Credits. 1-10 Credits.
Transfer Credits
Repeatable for credit.

LIN 211. Language Communities in the US and Canada. 3 Credits.
Exploration and analysis of how aspects of language usage (dialect, "accent," bilingualism)
relate to language-based discrimination in the U.S. and Canada generally. Emphasis is on bias,
discrimination, and profiling based on race, class, gender, religious affiliation, and ethnicity.
Examples will be drawn from mainstream media, including popular film and television.
Gen Ed Attribute: Diverse Community(select both), Writing Emphasis (select both)

LIN 230. Introduction to Linguistics. 3 Credits.
Basic concepts of language description, classification, change, reconstruction, dialectology,
and sociolinguistics.
Equivalent courses: ENG 230

LIN 300. Language and the Internet. 3 Credits.
This course focuses on how language is used online and investigates different forms of
electronically-mediated communication. Students will look at the language of text messaging,
social media, and other genres of online interaction to understand both the structural and
social functions of digital communication from a linguistic perspective. To achieve this goal,
students will examine research from various sub-fields of linguistics, including semantics,
pragmatics, and sociolinguistics. This course will also offer students practice in identifying
a range of perspectives on ethical issues in linguistics pertaining to both researchers as
well as citizens in online spaces. Coursework will involve not only learning about linguistic
approaches to examining language online, but also learning to put yourself in another's shoes
to investigate issues of ethical problem-solving. Students will be introduced to different ways
of analyzing digital language data and will critically discuss various research methodologies
used in the field and some ethical dilemmas that accompany doing linguistic research in the
digital age.
Gen Ed Attribute: Ethics Requirement
Distance education offering may be available.

LIN 332. Phonetics and Phonology. 3 Credits.
Introduction to the basic concepts of phonetic and phonological analysis in the world's
languages. The aim of this course is to provide students with theoretical and practical skills in
the scientific description and explanation of language sound systems. Areas covered include:
the production and perception of sounds; the gestural organization of speech and theories of
speech perception; the physiological and acoustic description of sounds; the IPA transcription
system; and basic principles of phonological contrast, alternation and contrastive feature
representation. It also covers applications of phonetics and phonology to other areas of
linguistics: typology; sociophonetics; and historical linguistics; and the basics of phonetics and
phonology in sign languages.
LIN 332 Prerequisite: ENG 230, LAN 327, or LIN 230, with minimum grades of D-, or
introductory linguistics coursework at another university.
Gen Ed Attribute: Speaking Emphasis

LIN 333. Conversation Analysis. 3 Credits.
How do people use language to communicate and accomplish social action? This course
will introduce students to the field of conversation analysis, a branch of discourse analysis
that focuses on the structural organization of naturally occurring talk. Though initially
developed as a sociological framework for examining the production of social order in
everyday life, conversation analysis is a widely used research methodology in linguistics,
communication studies, social psychology, and other allied fields, and its development over
the past fifty years reflects the interdisciplinary coalitions of scholars that have adopted it as
a research methodology. Students in this course will learn to look beyond the commonsense
or stereotypical answers to questions about how and why we behave as we do, and will learn
specific details of ways in which speakers use language to accomplish mundane activities of
everyday life and institutional tasks. This class will also introduce the role of some nonverbal
behavior and ecology--including gesture, eye gaze, head nods and shakes, and features of
the surrounding environment--in accomplishing mutual understanding and negotiating
relationships.
Gen Ed Attribute: Interdisciplinary Requirement
Distance education offering may be available.

LIN 350. Semantics and Pragmatics. 3 Credits.
This course provides an introduction to the theoretical frameworks of Semantics (meaning
in language) and Pragmatics (meaning in context). In the first part of the semester, we will
focus on semantics, exploring how the meaning of a sentence or a phrase is derived from its
parts. In the second part of the semester, we will focus on pragmatics and investigate how
meaning is related to conversational context. We will investigate linguistic meaning and its
role in communication, culture, society, politics, advertising, and literature. The course will
explore the following topics: word and sentence meaning; logical semantics; thematic roles
and lexical conceptual structure; presupposition, text organization, and implicature; reference,
sense, and mental images; speech acts and implicature; deixis; relevance theory.
LIN 350 Prerequisite: Successful completion of ENG 230 or LIN 230, with minimum grades of
D-.

LIN 355. Computational Linguistics. 3 Credits.
Computational linguistics is a broad interdisciplinary field that incorporates tools, research,
and techniques for processing language with computers at different levels of linguistic
structure. This course will introduce you to some of the topics and tasks in computational
linguistics that focus on linguistic structure. This class is designed with the expectation that
students have a background in either linguistics or computer science, though not necessarily
both, and will provide them with the necessary foundations in both of these disciplines in
order to conduct their own research in computational linguistics.

LIN 373. Language Change. 3 Credits.
Introduction to the theory and methods in the study of language change and historical
linguistics. Topics covered will include: reasons for language change; types of change
(phonological, morphological, syntactic, semantic, pragmatic); the comparative method and
linguistic reconstruction; generative approaches to language change; usage-based approaches
to language change; the relationship between language variation and change; historical
sociolinguistics; dialect and language contact; pidgins, creoles, and the emergence of new
languages; language attrition and language shift.
LIN 373 Prerequisite: ENG 331 and LIN 230 with minimum grades of D-.

LIN 380. Language & Culture. 3 Credits.
This course provides a comprehensive overview of anthropological approaches to the study of
language, culture, and society. Topics of study include anthropological theories of language,
linguistic relativity, language diversity and inequality, language shift, and the creative use of
language in performance. Students also will gain experience conducting original research on
the social and interactional role of language in our everyday social life.
LIN 380 Prerequisite: Successful completion of ANT 102 or ENG 230, with minimum grades of
D-.
Equivalent courses: ANT 380

LIN 388. Corpus Linguistics. 3 Credits.
An introduction to the use of corpora, a collection of authentic and naturally occurring
texts in an electronic format, in the study of language. Students will become familiar with
construction, evaluation, and different kinds of corpora, corpus-linguistic methods, and
application of corpus-based research in a variety of domains (e.g., language acquisition,
language teaching, sociolinguistics, forensic linguistics, etc.).
LIN 388 Prerequisite: Successful completion of ENG 230, LIN 230, LAN 327, or an introductory
linguistics course at another university, with minimum grades of D-.
Gen Ed Attribute: Speaking Emphasis
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LIN 411. Seminar Linguistics. 3 Credits.
Specialized studies in linguistics. Topics announced annually.
LIN 411 Prerequisite: Successful completion of LAN 327 or LIN 230, with minimum grades of
D-.
Repeatable for credit.

LIN 412. Capstone Seminar in Linguistics. 3 Credits.
This course is a variable-topic research seminar entailing specialized studies in linguistics. The
topic for each section will be announced before registration.
LIN 412 Prerequisite: Successful completion of ENG 331, LIN 230, LIN 332, and LIN 350, with
minimum grades of D-; or department consent.

* Note: Additional courses in the Linguistics Program can be found
under their respective departments.
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