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ARABIC CULTURE CLUSTER
Courses
HIS
HIS 221. The Medieval Middle East. 3 Credits.
This course offers a survey of some of the most fascinating topics and heated debates of pre-
modern Middle East history, covering the periods of Islamic Origins, Golden Age, and Global
Connections. Students will analyze crucial moments in Islamic history and understand how
these pre-modern roots have lasting effects on our world today. 
Gen Ed Attribute: Arabic Culture Cluster, Foreign Language Culture Cluster, Humanities
Distributive Requirement. 
Typically offered in Fall.

HIS 222. The Modern Middle East. 3 Credits.
This course provides a general introduction to the modern Middle East, including topics such as
European imperialism, nation-building, the Cold War, and the war on terror. Rooted in a global
comparative perspective, the course highlights the Middle East as a diverse region, home to
many religious traditions and cultural practices. 
Gen Ed Attribute: Arabic Culture Cluster, Foreign Language Culture Cluster, Humanities
Distributive Requirement. 
Typically offered in Spring.

HIS 381. The Forgotten Queens of Islam. 3 Credits.
Students will learn about prominent women in Islamic history, with a focus on the medieval
period. Students will learn to read historical texts "against the grain" through the lens of
feminist history. 
Gen Ed Attribute: Arabic Culture Cluster, Diversity Requirement, Foreign Language Culture
Cluster, Speaking Emphasis. 
Typically offered in Spring. 
Cross listed courses HIS 381, WOS 381.

PHI
PHI 220. Introduction to Islam. 3 Credits.
This course is an introduction to Islam as a prophetic religious tradition. Students will begin
the course with an overview of Islam and how the Western discourses see it. They will then
learn about the beliefs, tenants, and the teachings of Islam, as well as about the life of the
Prophet Muhammad, hadith, and the Qur'an. Subsequently, students will delve into some of
the most significant topics related to the classical and post-classical Islamic tradition: theology,
Sufism, law, and gender. They will conclude the course by examining Islamophobia in the
post-911 era. 
Gen Ed Attribute: Arabic Culture Cluster, Diversity Requirement, Foreign Language Culture
Cluster, Humanities Distributive Requirement. 
Typically offered in Spring.

WOS
WOS 381. The Forgotten Queens of Islam. 3 Credits.
Students will learn about prominent women in Islamic history, with a focus on the medieval
period. Students will learn to read historical texts "against the grain" through the lens of
feminist history. 
Gen Ed Attribute: Arabic Culture Cluster, Diversity Requirement, Foreign Language Culture
Cluster, Speaking Emphasis. 
Typically offered in Spring. 
Cross listed courses HIS 381, WOS 381.
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