
WEST CHESTER UNIVERSITY  ACCELERATED PROGRAMS

ACCELERATED PROGRAMS
West Chester University offers accelerated bachelor’s to master’s
programs permitting undergraduate students with at least junior
standing to take graduate coursework in order to get an early start
on the graduate degree. Accelerated programs can expedite the time
to completion of the master’s degree. Accelerated programs can also
decrease the overall combined credits necessary to complete the
undergraduate and graduate degrees since graduate credits may be used
to satisfy undergraduate degree requirements. Accelerated programs are
an ideal option for students whose desired profession requires a master’s
degree to practice and/or those students seeking accelerated completion
of graduate-level work. Please note that accelerated offerings are limited
to those programs that have elected to provide for such a format.

Accelerated Program Policies
An accelerated program permits qualied undergraduate students
with at least junior standing to take graduate coursework in order to
get an early start on the master’s program.  Participation is limited to
programs that have elected to offer degrees in an accelerated format.  A
student must apply and be accepted into an accelerated program prior to
enrollment in any graduate course(s).
Admission Requirements
1. In some accelerated programs, prospective undergraduate and

transfer students (with a transfer grade point average of 3.00) may
apply for admission into an accelerated program at the time of
admission into the university.  If accepted, this is not a nal offer of
admission into the graduate program.   

2. Current undergraduate students with a cumulative grade point
average of 3.00 are eligible to apply for admission into an
accelerated program. Applicants must submit the accelerated
application and all requested documents required by the department
and the Dean of e Graduate School. Programs may have
additional admission requirements. 

3. Students accepted into an accelerated program will be offered
provisional admission to the graduate program from the Dean
of e Graduate School when they have attained at least junior
standing (a minimum of 60 completed credits) and meet all
university and departmental admission requirements.  

4. Full admission to the graduate program will be granted upon
conferral of the undergraduate degree and satisfaction of all
requirements set by the department and the Dean of e Graduate
School.  

Academic Requirements
1. Students in accelerated programs must satisfy the requirements and

student learning outcomes of both degree programs.
2. A student must have attained at least junior standing (a minimum

of 60 completed credits) and have a minimum cumulative GPA
of 3.00 before taking graduate courses in the intended graduate
program.

3. All prerequisites for the intended graduate courses must be satised
prior to taking those graduate courses.

4. A maximum of 40% of graduate credits (rounded to the nearest
whole number) may be applied to satisfy the credit and/or
program requirements for the undergraduate degree.  Departments
may choose to apply a smaller percentage of graduate credits
to the degree.  e total number of credits required for both
the undergraduate and graduate degrees will be reduced by the
number of graduate credits used to satisfy requirements for the
undergraduate degree.

5. Students may not take additional graduate courses, beyond those
approved to satisfy their undergraduate degree, until the conferral of
their undergraduate degree.

Tuition and Financial Aid/Scholarships
1. Students are considered undergraduate students until conferral of

their undergraduate degree.
2. e graduate courses will be applied to the undergraduate record

during their junior and senior year, allowing the student to
be charged at the undergraduate tuition rate and eligible for
undergraduate nancial aid and scholarships.

3. After conferral of the undergraduate degree, students will receive
full admission status (pending all other requirements have been met)
and be considered graduate students. Students will then be charged
the graduate tuition rate and be eligible for graduate assistantships
and other graduate aid.

Notes
1. Failure to demonstrate adequate progress, as dened by the

department, could result in a student being ineligible to continue
in the accelerated program. Departments requesting withdrawal of
an accelerated undergraduate student must notify the Dean of e
Graduate School in writing prior to the start of the next regular
semester.

2. Unless otherwise stated, students are considered undergraduates
until the undergraduate degree is conferred and thereby held to
policies in the Undergraduate Catalog.  Once the undergraduate
degree is conferred, students are considered graduate students and
held to policies in the graduate catalog.

Programs Offered in the Accelerated Format
• B.S. in Accounting to M.S. in Applied Statistics (http://

catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-management/
accounting/accounting-bs/)

• B.S. in Biology - Ecology and Conservation Concentration to
M.S. in Biology (esis Option) (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/sciences-mathematics/biology/biology-bs-ecology-
conservation-concentration/)

• B.S. in Biology - Integrative Biology Concentration to M.S.
in Biology (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/sciences-
mathematics/biology/biology-bs-integrative-concentration/)

• B.S. in Business Management to Master of Public Administration
(http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-
management/management/business-management-bs/)

• B.S. in Business Management to M.S. in Geography (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-management/
management/business-management-bs/)

• B.A. in Communication Sciences and Disorders to M.A.
in Speech-Language Pathology (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/health-sciences/communication-sciences-disorders/
communication-sciences-disorders-ba/)

• B.A. in Communication Studies to M.A. in Communication
Studies (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities/
communication-media/communication-studies-ba/)

• B.S. in Computer Science to M.S. in Computer Science (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/sciences-mathematics/computer-
science/computer-science-bs/)

• B.S. in Criminal Justice to M.S. in Criminal Justice (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-management/
criminal-justice/criminal-justice-bs/)

• B.S.Ed. in Early Grades Preparation (PreK-4) to M.A. in Teaching
English to Speakers of Other Languages and ESL Program
Specialist Certicate (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
education-social-work/early-middle-grades-education/education-
bs-early-grades-preparation-prek-4/)

• B.S.Ed. in Early Grades Preparation (PreK-4) to M.Ed. in Literacy
and Reading Specialist Certication (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/education-social-work/early-middle-grades-
education/education-bs-early-grades-preparation-prek-4/)
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• B.S.Ed. in English to M.A. in Teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages and ESL Program Specialist Certicate
(http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/education-social-work/
secondary-education/english-bsed/)

• B.S. in Exercise Science - Exercise Science Specialist Concentration
to M.S. in Exercise and Sport Science (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/health-sciences/kinesiology/exercise-science-bs-
exercise-science-specialist-concentration/)

• B.S. in Geography to M.S. in Geography (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-management/
geography-planning/geography-bs/)

• B.S. in Geoscience - Earth Systems Concentration to M.S. in
Geoscience (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/sciences-
mathematics/earth-space-sciences/geoscience-bs-concentration-
earth-systems/)

• B.S. in Geoscience - Geology Concentration to M.S. in Geoscience
(http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/sciences-mathematics/
earth-space-sciences/geoscience-bs-concentration-geology/)

• B.A. in History to M.A. in History (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/arts-humanities/history/history-ba/)

• B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies - Professional Concentration to
M.S. in Geography (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
university-college/interdisciplinary-academic-support-programs/
interdisciplinary-studies-bs-professional/)

• B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies - Professional Concentration to
Master of Urban and Regional Planning (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/university-college/interdisciplinary-academic-
support-programs/interdisciplinary-studies-bs-professional/)

• B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies - STEM-H Concentration to
M.S. in Geography (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
university-college/interdisciplinary-academic-support-programs/
interdisciplinary-studies-bs-stem-h/)

• B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies - STEM-H Concentration to
Master of Urban and Regional Planning (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/university-college/interdisciplinary-academic-
support-programs/interdisciplinary-studies-bs-stem-h/)

• B.S. in International Business to M.S. in Geography (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-management/
management/international-business-bs/)

• B.A. in Languages and Cultures - French Concentration to M.A.
in Languages and Cultures - French Concentration (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities/languages-
cultures/languages-cultures-ba-french-concentration/)

• B.A. in Languages and Cultures - German Concentration to M.A.
in Languages and Cultures - German Concentration (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities/languages-
cultures/languages-cultures-ba-german-concentration/)

• B.A. in Languages and Cultures - Spanish Concentration to M.A.
in Languages and Cultures - Spanish Concentration (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities/languages-
cultures/languages-cultures-ba-spanish-concentration/)

• B.S. in Marketing to Master of Public Administration (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-management/
marketing/marketing-bs/)

• B.S. in Marketing to M.S. in Geography (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/business-public-management/marketing/marketing-
bs/)

• B.A. in Mathematics to M.A. in Mathematics (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/sciences-mathematics/
mathematics/mathematics-ba/)

• B.S. in Mathematics - Applied and Computational Mathematics
Concentration to M.S. in Applied and Computational Mathematics
(http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/sciences-mathematics/
mathematics/mathematics-bs-applied-computational-mathematics-
concentration/)

• B.S. in Mathematics - Mathematics Concentration to M.A.
in Mathematics (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
sciences-mathematics/mathematics/mathematics-bs-mathematics-
concentration/)

• B.S. in Mathematics - Statistics Concentration to M.S. in
Applied Statistics (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
sciences-mathematics/mathematics/mathematics-bs-statistics-
concentration/)

• B.A. in Media and Culture to M.A. in Communication Studies
(http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities/
communication-media/media-culture-ba/)

• B.S. in Nutrition - Dietetics Concentration to M.S. in Community
Nutrition (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/health-sciences/
nutrition/nutrition-bs-dietetics-concentration/)

• B.A. in Philosophy to M.A. in Philosophy (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/arts-humanities/philosophy/
philosophy-ba/)

• B.A. in Political Science - Government and Politics Concentration
to Master of Public Administration (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/
undergraduate/sciences-mathematics/political-science/political-
science-ba-government-politics-concentration/)

• B.S. in Public Health to Master of Public Health (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/health-sciences/public-health-
sciences/public-health-bs/)

• B.S. in Sports Medicine Studies to M.S. in Athletic Training
(http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/health-sciences/sports-
medicine/sports-medicine-studies-bs/)

• B.S. in Supply Chain Management to M.S. in Geography (http://
catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-management/
management/supply-chain-management-bs/)

• B.S. in Urban and Environmental Planning to M.S. in Geography
(http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/business-public-
management/geography-planning/urban-environmental-planning-
bs/)

• B.S. in Urban and Environmental Planning to Master of Urban
and Regional Planning (http://catalog.wcupa.edu/undergraduate/
business-public-management/geography-planning/urban-
environmental-planning-bs/)
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